Vocabulary 42                                                            Name______________________

Word                         Def/Part of Speech             Etymology/Word Parts          Syn./(Ant.)             Symbol
                        Notes:

	nonpareil
	Noun or adjective-

A thing unequaled or a unique achievement
	non- not

par – equal
	Peerless, unparalleled (ordinary)
	
	My nonpareil work

in the classroom 

was praised on 

Awards Day.
	
	

	malefic
	Adjective -

causing harm


	Mal -bad

fic –make


	Evil, harmful, malign, malicious (positive, good) 
	
	Jafar had a malefic influence on Jasmine’s father in Aladdin.
	
	

	contiguous
	Adjective – 

Touching


	con- together

tig- touching


	
	
	U.S. relations with contiguous nations 

is important.
	
	

	metempyschosis
	transmigration of souls -- Noun
	meta-change

psych-soul


	Reincarnation


	
	Some people believe 

in metempsychosis.
	
	

	biogenesis
	Noun - 

theory of life from life
	bio-life

gen-origin
	
	
	Greek myth includes 

the biogenesis of 

Athena from Zeus’ forehead.
	
	

	bas-relief
	Noun -

low-relief sculpture


	bas-low
	
	
	The face was cut in 

bas-relief from a 

marble slab.
	
	

	postprandial
	Adjective - 

after dinner


	Post-after
	
	
	James Bond requested a 

postprandial martini.
	
	

	equilibrist
	tightrope walker (think: equilibrium)


	equi -equal

ist – one who
	
	
	The equilibrist did 

his daring act between 

the buildings.
	
	

	punctilio
	Noun (plural)-a fine

point (detail) of conduct, often in a formal situation
	Punct-point
	Manners, etiquette (rudeness)


	
	Her high society world 

was a treacherous 

thicket of punctilios.
	
	

	superannuated
	Adjective -

obsolete


	Super-over

Ann-year
	
	
	Desperate for trans-portation, I bought a superannuated car at auction.
	
	

	intractable
	Adjective -

stubborn


	in- in or not

tract-pull
	
	
	You can’t pull that 

bigot away from his intractable opinions.
	
	

	egregious
	Noun - extraordinarily bad or offensive
	E(x) -out

Greg- group


	heinous, glaring, gross, preposterous

(trivial, slight)
	 
	The egregious act of vandalism shocked the large crowd.
	
	

	abjure
	Verb – to retract with formality (for example, of vows, beliefs,  allegiance)
	ab- away

jur- swear
	Renounce, recant, repudiate, shun, forswear, (endorse, commit)
	
	It is painful to abjure 

one’s former beliefs.
	
	

	analgesic
	Noun - painkiller
	an-not or without

algia-pain
	
	
	He took an extra-

strength analgesic 

for his pain.
	
	

	discursive
	Adjective - rambling
	dis- away

curs-run
	
	
	The illogical, dis-

cursive speech was 

difficult to follow.
	
	


