Vocabulary 40                                                         Name______________________

Word                     Def/Part of Speech          Etymology/Word Parts          Syn./(Ant.)             Symbol
               Notes:

	Valediction


	Noun:

farewell speech (at graduation, given by the valedictorian)
	Vale – farewell

Dict – say

Tion – act or 

            state
	Farewell (greeting)
	
	No one knew which 

senior would give the valediction.

	Protagonist

	Noun: 

leading person
	Proto - first

Agon - actor

Ist – one who
	Main character

(antagonist; villain)
	
	Janie is the protagonist 

of Their Eyes Were 

Watching God.

	Maladroit

	Adjective:

clumsy
	Mal – bad


	awkward

(graceful)
	
	His maladroit groping 

of the handle was humorous.

	Stoicism


	Noun: the philosophy of the Stoics, who repressed emotion


	Stoa – porch or

          colonnade

Ism – doctrine or

         system
	Apathy, calm, unconcern

(enthusiasm, excitability)
	
	Her somber stoicism

helped her get 

through the funeral. (Adjective: Stoic -- meaning unemotional)

	Sarcophagus
	Noun:

stone coffin


	Sarco - flesh

Phag - eat
	casket
	
	The “sarcophagus” 

in the play was

 made of foam.

	Ignominious


	Adjective:

Disgraceful; shameful
	Ign – fire 

Nom - name

Ous – full of
	Dishonorable

(honorable)
	
	[Think of “ignite”]

The traitor’s future was

full of ignominious 

oblivion.

	Surrealistic


	Adjective:

unrealistically imaginary
	Sur - over


	Dreamy

(tangible; literal; realistic)
	
	Dali’s surrealistic art 

is popular.

	Analects


	Noun -

selected writings (often excerpts)
	Ana -up

Lect - gather
	Collection
	
	She loved reading 

The Analects of 

Mark Twain.

	Expository


	Adjective:

Explanatory


	Ex - out

Pos -put
	Informative (illogical, disorganized)
	
	He did a great job on

the expository writing

prompt on the EOC.

	Exegesis


	Noun:

critical interpretation


	Ex – out

Gest - story

(Hege – to guide, as in hegemony)
	Commentary, observation (main text)
	
	Her brilliant exegesis 

of Walden impressed 

us all.

	Magnum opus
	Noun:

A great literary or musical work
	Magn – great

(Opus – a literary or musical work)
	Composition


	
	Twain’s magnum

opus is thought

to be Huckleberry Finn.

	Moribund
	Adjective - Dying (literal or abstract)
	Mort – death


	Vanishing, decaying (growing)
	
	The couple omitted 

the moribund tradition 

of rice at their wedding.

	Supercilious


	Adjective:

Scornful


	Super - over

Cilium –eyebrow

Ous – full of
	Haughty, arrogant (humble, modest)
	
	His supercilious 

manner irritated us.



	Diction


	Noun – style of speaking or writing (often dependent upon word choice)
	Dict – say or talk

Tion – act or

            state


	Accent, usage, phraseology (inarticulateness, murmer)
	
	Her Spanish diction 

helped her earn an 

“A” in that class.

	Emissary


	Noun:

Messenger
	Miss -  send


	Representative, spy, ambassador (receiver, sender)
	
	An emissary sent from 

the president suddenly arrived.


