Vocabulary 38                                                            Name______________________

Word                     Def/Part of Speech         Etymology/Word Parts          Syn./Ant.                Symbol
                        Notes:

	Syllogism


	Noun: 

A three-part deduction in logic OR a subtle or specious argument
	log – reason

(think “logic”)

ism – doctrine or 
         system


	Deduction, logic
	
	An example of a syllogism is, “All 

A is B; C is A; therefore C is B.”

	Metonymy


	Noun: Association name … uses a part of a whole to re-present the whole.
	Met (a) – beyond or change

Nym - name
	
	
	The “White House” is 

a metonymy for an administration. “The 

bottle” refers to alcohol.

	anaphora


	Noun: literary device which means repetition in successive phrases.
	Ana -- up

Phor -- carry
	epistrophe
	
	Dr. King used 

anaphora, repeating 

“I have a dream.”

	bowdlerize


	Verb: 

to censor prudishly. 
	From Thomas Bowdler, who censored Wm. S. ize – make
	Censor, delete, suppress

(approve)
	
	We deplore the bowdlerization 

of great literature.



	Locus classicus


	Noun:

Classical example


	Loco - place
	
	
	The Iliad is a locus

classicus for the 

heroic ideal. [Latin]

	reiterate


	Verb:
To Repeat
	Re - again
	
	
	It is needless to reiterate one’s objections.

	desultory


	Adjective
Rambling


	De – down
	
	
	He gave a desultory, soporific lecture.

	funambulist


	Noun:
Tightrope walker


	Funi – cord
	
	
	The speech was an 
act of political funambulist.

	Lyssophobia


	Noun:
Fear of insanity


	Phobia - fear


	
	
	It was a family of schizophrenics and lyssophobia.

	idée fixe


	Noun: An
Obsession
	Ideo - idea


	
	
	For Ahab, the whale 
was an idée fixe.

	schism


	Noun:
Division


	Schizo - divide
	
	
	A schism 
developed 
in the political 
party.

	apotheosis
	Noun:
Raising to god status
	Theo - god

 
	
	
	We noted the 
public’s apotheosis 
of the new champ.

	Precursor


	Noun:
Forerunner


	Curs – run

Pre – before
	
	
	This unfortunate 
event was the 
precursor of tragedy.

	Cosmology
	Noun:
Study of the universe


	Cosmo - universe


	
	
	The existence of the 
Big Bang is a cosmological 
question.

	euphony


	Noun:
Beautiful sound


	Eu – good

Phon- sound


	
	
	Hear the soft 
euphony of the wind 
in the trees. 


