Vocabulary 34                                                            Name______________________

Word                       Def/Part of Speech       Etymology/Word Parts          Syn./(Ant.)             Symbol
                        Notes:

	obiter dictum
	Noun - passing remark or supple-mental opinion 
	Obit – death    

(think: obituary)

dict - say
	opinion, commentary
	
	I liked the judge’s
 obiter dictum on 
politics. (italicize – Latin)

	obsequious


	Adjective - trying to win favor with influential people
	Ob – against or to
Sequ - follow
	Servile, submissive bootlicking (domineering)
	
	Your obsequious 

flattery of our boss

assures me you want 
a promotion.

	abase
	Verb -
to lower
	Ab - away

Bas - low
	Humiliate, damage (encourage, help)
	
	You abase yourself 

when you make those obsequious comments.

	pathetic fallacy
	Noun -
A literary term ascribing feelings to things
	Path - feeling
	
	
	When Pablo Neruda 

wrote “the sea is lonely tonight,” he used pathetic fallacy.

	ratiocination


	Noun -
methodical thinking
	rat – think

tion – act or 

         state
	
	
	Her ratiocinations 

won her the most 

points on Jeopardy.

	mutatis 

mutandis
	Adverbial phrase:
with the necessary changes having been made
	Muta – change
	
	
	Type this letter, 

mutatis mutandis.

 (Always italicize,

since it’s in Latin.)

	interstice


	Noun - 
small space
	Inter – between
	Aperature, chink, crack, vent (closure or abyss)
	
	Wind blew through the

wall’s interstices, and 

the candle flickered.

	terra 

incognita


	Noun -
Unknown or unexplored land
	Terr - land

Cogn - know

In – in or not
	
	
	Space is the final terra incognita. 
(Latin – italicize)

	sedate


	Adjective or Verb –“calm” or “to calm”
	Sed – sit
	Adj: cool, serious
    (exciting, wild)

Verb: knock out
	
	The teacher’s sedate 

good manners charmed 

the active children.

	retort


	Noun –a  swift 
reply  …  Verb – to reply swiftly
	Re - again

Tort - twist
	Noun –wisecrack comeback, quip, Verb -- counter
	
	She was famous for 

her devastatingly 

witty retorts.

	nihilism


	Noun -
belief in nothing
	Nihil - nothing

Ism – doctrine

         or system
	
	
	Now that he had

averred his new 

religion, he forsook 

his former nihilism.

	supersede


	Verb – to replace
	Super – over

Sed - sit
	Override, displace, usurp
	
	This procedure

supersedes our 

former process.

	inanimate


	Adjective -
lifeless
	In – in or not

Anim - mind
	
	
	Inanimate objects tell 

no tales, but many ani-

mate objects have tails.

	condescend


	Verb – to act as if one is lowering oneself to complete a task
	Con - together

De – down
	Stoop, patronize, accommodate, degrade oneself (respect)
	
	His mother was insulted 

when he said he would 

not condescend to 

cooking for the family. 

	epigram


	Noun -
witty comment
	Epi - on

Gram - writing
	Aphorism, quip, motto
	
	She enjoyed his 

spontaneous epigram 

on the topic.


