Vocabulary 31                                                            Name______________________

Word                     Def/Part of Speech         Etymology/Word Parts        Syn. (Ant.)               Symbol
                Sentence/Notes

	malapropism


	ridiculous

   misuse of a word

--Noun
	mal – bad

ism – doctrine or

          system

Mrs. Malaprop
	Misuse, inarticulation

(eloquence, clarity)
	
	We were amused by 

his malapropism, 

“lead the way and

we’ll precede.”

	nonplussed


	Perplexed, confused

-- Adjective

(can be a verb)
	Non -- not
	Dumbfounded, at a loss (enlightened)
	
	He was nonplussed

by the unexpected

question.

	postlude


	concluding section

-- Noun
	Post -- after
	Conclusion, epilogue

(prelude)
	
	It was a tragic

postlude to her

long life.

	hierarchy


	A system of  ranking one higher than the next  -- Noun
	Archy –   

   government

(L/Gr: related to high priest)
	Structure, tier


	
	There must be

a hierarchy of 

values.

	portly


	Stout, overweight

-- Adjective
	Port -- carry
	Fat, 

(thin, lanky)
	
	The portly 

doorman carried 

himself gracefully.

	interdiction


	Prohibition, forbiddance

-- Noun
	Inter -- between

Dict—say

Tion -- Act or 

            state
	Interdict, restriction

(allowance)
	
	The judge’s inter-

diction stopped

the construction.

	vide


	See (Latin – often found in reference books or reports) -verb
	Vid -- look
	See


	
	Vide Smith’s

definition of politics 

on page 35.

	omnibus


	1. Pertaining to many

    things  --adjective
2. Anthology or bus

    -- noun
	Omni – all

Omnibus is the origin of “bus”
	1. inclusive

(exclusive)


	
	The omnibus 

legislative bill

passed the senate.

	monolithic


	massive and uniform; oppressive

-- adjective 
	Mono - one

Lith - rock
	Unyielding, firm (flexible)
	
	The monolithic 

totalitarian society 

revolted.

	imponderable


	difficult to ponder

--Adjective
	Im – in or not

Pond -- weight
	Incomprehensible, ambiguous

(tangible, easy to grasp)
	
	He tried to weigh 

the imponderable

 issue.

	benediction


	Blessing -- noun
	Bene - good

Dict – say

tion – Act or

          state
	Blessing

(curse, malediction)
	
	Her parents’ 

benediction made 

her happy.

	incredulous


	not believing -- adjective
	in – in or not 

cred – believe

ous – full of
	Skeptical, doubtful

(credulous, trusting)
	
	Her incredulous 

face revealed her 

mistrust.

	omniscient


	all-knowing -- adjective
	Omni -- all

Sci - know
	Wise

(imperfect)
	
	The story was told 

from an omniscient 

point of view.

	neophyte


	Beginner -- noun
	Neo - new

Phyte - plant
	Amateur

(professional)
	
	The graduate was 

a neophyte in the 

business world.

	unilateral


	Pertaining to only one side or point of view -- adjective
	Uni - one

Lat - side
	One-sided

(multi-sided)
	
	The unilateral 

decision was 

protested by the 

students.


